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El Agua es la Vida Water is Life�Defend Our Heritage!


Defend  Our Acequias!











Don’t be fooled by people seeking to make a profit on your water!!!  


Learn the truth about your water rights!!!





ACEQUIAS ARE OUR HERITAGE





Acequias have sustained our communities for more than 400 years in New Mexico.  During this time, acequias have been a community-based system for making decisions about water rights.    


Water is needed for the well-being of our communities.  Our ancestors worked hard so that we would have water for our families and animals as well as our gardens, cornfields, orchards, and pastures.  


Acequias are a vital part of our culture by sustaining our food and farming traditions.  To grow crops, we need water flowing in our acequias.  We need water locally for many uses now and in the future.





THE TRUTH ABOUT WATER RIGHTS AND WATER TRANSFERS





Water Right Transfers Must be Approved by the State 


Your water rights are property rights that are attached to your land.  However, moving a water right could affect the water rights of your neighbors and the water resources of the whole water basin.  Therefore, state law requires that any time a water right is transferred (moved to another place or purpose of use), it has to be approved by the state.  Both the acequia and the State Engineer have to approve an application before a water right can be transferred.  The State Engineer may consider a transfer only upon approval by the acequia.   





Acequias Have the Authority to Approve or Deny Water Transfers


Water transfers can have potential detrimental effects on your acequia and its members such as reduced pressure head for irrigation, fewer parciantes contributing to the acequia, and fewer water rights for local community needs.  Each water transfer has to be considered on a case-by-case basis to determine the pros and cons for the acequia and its members.    





IT IS YOUR CHOICE...


Either the State Engineer will decide on water transfers or your Acequia Commission can make the decision first.  An acequia is governed by local elected officials who know what is best for the community.    





SUPPORT YOUR RIGHT TO SELF-GOVERNANCE and the WATER TRANSFER BYLAW!!


Support your local acequia in adopting the water transfer bylaw.  Acequias can manage water to benefit both agriculture and other local community needs such as Mutual Domestic Water Consumer Associations (MDWCAs).





REMEMBER YOUR HERITAGE!  OUR ANCESTORS GAVE US A GIFT TO PROTECT FOR 


FUTURE GENERATIONS...  EL AGUA NO SE VENDE!!! EL AGUA SE DEFIENDE!!!!





For more information, please call the New Mexico Acequia Association at 995-9644.  

















Why should acequias be concerned about water transfers?












































